
November Newsletter  
American Education Week 

November 18-22 

American Education Week spotlights the 
importance of providing every child in America 
with a quality public education from 
kindergarten through college, and the need for 
everyone to do his or her part in making public 
schools great.   

To recognize this week, fifth graders will 
be creating memoirs with grandparents and 
special friends.  A memoir is a personal 
account of one memorable, true experience 
from that person’s point of view. We would like 
to invite guests to create a shared memoir with 
your student. Students will be composing 
shared memoirs on November 22 from 2:40-
3:40 pm.  
 

Fulton Elementary  
11600 Scaggsville Rd. 

Fulton, MD 20579 
 
 
 

November 2013 

Help Your Child Stay Organized 
 

During the year, your child will bring 
home many school papers.  Help your child 
become more organized by using a box to 
collect all of their classwork, homework, tests, 
quizzes, Time for Kids, and Storyworks 
magazines.  After you have received your 
child’s report card for the quarter, you might 
want to recycle or pack away the papers and 
magazines and begin collecting for the next 
quarter. 
 

 

 

Fifth 
Grade 

 

Grandparents’/Special Friends’ Day 
 

Friday, November 22, 2013, is 
Grandparents’/Special Friends’ Day. Fifth 
grade’s activity will be held in each teacher’s 
homeroom from 2:40-3:40.  If you are planning to 
have a grandparent or special friend take your 
child home early that day, please be sure to 
return the slip stating who they will be dismissed 
with and the parent’s signature.  This will be sent 
home, with a schedule, as the day gets closer. 

 

Conferences 
 

We are looking forward to meeting with 
you about your child’s report card.  Please 
utilize our pickAtime computer program to 
schedule your conference.  Fulton’s window for 
pickAtime opens on Friday, November 8 at 
noon and closes on Friday, November 15 at 
midnight.  You’ll need to use your child’s ID 
number, which will be on their report card. 
 

Curriculum Night 
Thank you to all the parents who attended 
Curriculum Night on Oct. 28.  We hope you 
found the experience helpful and gained some 
information to help your child at home.  If you 
would like to learn more about the Common 
Core, please visit these websites. 
 
✳  http://elaparentsupport.weebly.com	  Howard	  
County	  site	  for	  parents	  about	  the	  Common	  Core 
✳  www.corestandards.org/the-‐standards	  Read	  the	  
Common	  Core	  Standards	  for	  ELA	  and	  Math 
✳  http://www.parcconline.org/	  Visit	  the	  PARCC	  
website	  for	  assessment	  information 
✳  http://pta.org/content.cfm?ItemNumber=2796	  
National	  PTA	  information	  on	  a	  guide	  to	  student	  
success 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Reminders to Students 
 

Students must remember to write their FULL 
NAME and PROPER heading on every 

paper and turn in to their teacher on time. 
Example:             
Name/Teacher Code   Date 
Subject    Assignment 

 
During Quarter 2, students have the opportunity 
to repair any graded work (classwork, quizzes, 
and tests) that received a score below 70% for 
half credit.  This opportunity does not apply for 
GT math work.  Please refer to the Quarter 2 
grading policies included in this newsletter.   

 
Fifth grade students are expected to submit well-
developed written responses for all ELA written 

homework assignments.  Unless otherwise 
stated, a 5th grade paragraph is expected to 

contain 7-10 sentences.  All homework is 
expected to show effort. 

 

Monthly Citizenship Meetings 
 

October Citizenship winners: 
 

Mrs. Gainer-Lee’s class-Lindsey Holmes, Lindsay Wilcox 
Mrs. Weathers’ class-Belle Pham 

Ms. Fisher’s class-Aidan Hall, Kayla Ou 
Ms. Otte’s class- John Collins, Zoe Schlossnagle 

Ms. Rhodehamel’s class-Eliza Thompson, Ibrahim Khairat, Kyle Ecker 
Ms. Williams’ class-Jasmine DiGiulian, Quinn Fournet, Ridah Raja 

 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
11/8- pickAtime opens at noon 

11/8-Quarter 1 report cards issued 

11/15- pickAtime closes at midnight 

11/18-11/22- American Education Week 

11/22-Grandparents’/Special Friends’ Day 

(2:40-3:40 for Grade 5) 

11/25 & 11/26- Early Dismissal at 12:55 

(Parent Conferences) 

11/27- No School (Parent Conferences) 

11/28-11/29- Thanksgiving Break 



 

Teacher Contact Information 
Please feel free to contact us via email: Adrienne_Gainer-Lee@hcpss.org, Jennifer_Weathers@hcpss.org, 

Paula_Fisher@hcpss.org, Dana_Rhodehamel@hcpss.org , Rebecca_Otte@hcpss.org, and 
Zakiya_Williams@hcpss.org. 

 

5th Grade Policies for 2nd Quarter 
 

To help students make the transition more smoothly from elementary school to 
middle school, the fifth grade teachers are putting into place a gradual shift in 
expectations and policies.  Each quarter, the students will have more expectations 
and responsibilities.  Following are the expectations of the students and the policies 
of the team for the 2nd quarter. 
 
Expectations 
 
All work (classwork and homework) must be completed every day.  Completion of 
work includes proper headings with full name on every paper.  Papers that are turned 
in with no names will be hung on chalkboards for one day to be claimed by the 
student.  
 
Students are expected to come prepared to all classes with appropriate supplies, 
homework, agenda, etc.  While they are in class they are expected to actively 
participate with positive attitudes and enthusiasm. 
 
Homework & Classwork Policy 
 
Students are responsible for homework and classwork even when absent, but may 
have an equal number of days as the absence to complete the assignment, per 
school policy. 
 
Test Grading Policy 
 
Students are given a minimum of a week’s notice of an upcoming test and therefore 
are expected to be prepared on test day.  However, if a student earns a C, D or E on 
a test in the 2nd quarter, they have the opportunity to repair the test on a date given 
by the teacher. Students will receive half credit for correctly repaired answers which 
will be added into the original grade.  Students can receive a maximum of an 80% for 
a final grade after test repair. 

 

 


